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A. D. 1796. Þ 
Refolved, That therr committee wait on the Rev. CY 
I 
JonaTuan Maxcy, with the thanks of this Soctety, P,. 
$ 
FE 
for the excellent and well-adapted Diſcourſe he de- E 
livered &t the dedication of their Mecting-Houſe, ox j' 
| i 
the 14th inflant, and requeſt of him a co the "v4 
Be 14 inſt , q eſt pf a copy for Ns 
A true copy from the records : S 
SETH CAPRON, Clerk *S 
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TO. THE 


WORTHY AND RESPECTABLE 


FOE e245 


; AT. WHOSE REQUEST” THE FOLLOWING 
> HY. - Pt Ae 7 OED of 
WAS PREACHED, 
aEiges NOW PRESENTED TO THE- PUBLIC, 
| IT 18 MOST , 
RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, 
BY THEIR SINCERE FRIEND, 
L | | AND VERY 
HUMBLE SERVANT, 
E ']. MAXCY. 
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GENESIS -xxyiii. 17, 


This is none. other but the houſe of Gov; and this is t ) | 
gate of Heaven, | 
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A "BELIEF in the exiſtence 'of God, and i; 
his intercourſe 'with rational -creatures, his 
pervaded all ages and nations. Every temple thi 
as been built, every victim that has been flain, al 
the rites of paganiſm, and a!l the inſtitutions of Chnils 
tianity, bear teſtimony in favour of this afferticqs 
The 'various and oppoktite methods in which mzy 


* have attempted to approach God, to render hw 
their worſhip ard 'to receive his favours, evings 
that they were ignorant of their true ſtate by nas 
ture, of the divine attributes, and of the great 
Mediator, through whom all bleffings deſcens. 
Inſpiration afſures us, that ** there is one God, att 
© one Mediator between God and men, the mi 
* Chriſt Jeſus.” 4 Tim. ii. 5. Through him ev ' 
true Chriſtian, worſhipping 1n 4pirit andan trutf 
looks up to God as his parent, and receives d}- 
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vine fayours. Intercourſe in this way with, God, 
is a peculiar privilege of every real believer, and 
a diſtinguiſhing trait in his character, It marks 
his progreſs through life. It bears him above im- 
RS attachment to cartaly, periſhable objeas, . 
ſublimes his foul, invigorates, " affetions, cn- 

larges his Capacity of enjoyment, and qualifies him 
for the ſervice of heaven. While he fits under the 
ſhadow of the Almighty, his raviſhed ſoul, ftrug- 
gling with extaſy, burſts 'from. her confines" of 
clay, joining with © angels, and the fpirits of the 
« juft made perfeft.” His religion 1s not founded 
on conjecture; it 18 no idle formality, no uninte- 
reſting [peculation ; but 1t 1s a truth, a ſubſtance, 

a heart-felt reality, a heayen' on earth; "All the 
operations of the divine ſpirit, in regeneration, 
repentance, faith, ſanEtification and communion 
with God, are indications of his favour, and in- 
conteſtible evidences of the reality of vital piety, 

Though reaſon abundantly conhrms the divine ori- 
gina} of 'the Chriſtian religion, and points it out as 
the only road to glory; yet reaſon 18 by no means 
the chief ſource from - which belieyers in general 
derive their affurance and conſolation, They afſ- 
ſent, becauſe they realize. They believe, becauſe 

they feel. They reſt afjured, becauſe they have 


| the evidence of their internal ſenſes. <©+* He that 
| & believeth on the Son of God, hath the witneſs 
4+ jn himſclt.”- 1 John, V. x0. He who has 


been brought by the power of God to a cordial 


reception of. the goſpel, can no more doubt the 
reality of religion, than he can the exiſtence of the 
material world. In both caſes he rclics on the ve- 
racity of his ſenſible experience. How- abſard 
then and vain 1s it, fos thoſe who' poſſeſs no real 


knowledge 


8. 


knowledge of religion, to repreſentiit as a phantom; 
a cheat, or delyhon! With the: ſane propriety: *: 
might a deaf man deny the exiſtence of ſound,; or a: ©. 
blind man the exiſtence of light and colours, \Chriſ-=; 
tians, in all ages and countries, have the: happineſs;* 
to *: know in whom they have believed:”” + God: is+* 


limited neither by time nor place. He often. comes *% 


ſenfibly near to his people by day and. by. nights; on 
the; ocean or, on the land, in, the :papulous city or: » 
i the Tonely deſert.. Rehold Jacob, taking leave =: 
of. his aged tather,. flying; from the Tage ot, an 1n-== 


cenſed brother, having no one to; accompany! him SV 


through. a ftranage country... The ſun falls: beneath © 
the horizon. ; Darkneſs ſpreads over..the. earth, * 
and.muyffles up, the {ky. .. Jacob.in, the open air lays 


. 


his head upon a ſtone. He ſleeps. Inthis expoled -: 


and ſolitary ſtate, .bis heavenly. Father meets him, 
and fills him with conſolation. . God fays..to him. :* 
* behold, I am with. thee, and,will keep thee. inJall b 
* places, whither thou gocſt.” .- And Jacob, awaked ;* 
out. of his fleep,..and faid, 5 ſurely. the Lord 45:10. 
* this place, and I knew it not.''—* How. dreads : 


/ 


« ful is this place!., This. is none. other. but the = 


&. houſe of God, and this is the.gate of heaven,” — ©; 
You will pleaſe to obſerve that j 


God's preſence... It is on this. account: that he calls 
the place in which he was the boule of God, and the 
ate of heaven. It is on the ſame account that, the 


{criptures, repreſent. the . church as; the houſe. of Lv: 
God. 1 propoſe,. therefore,.. on, the preſent occa- *% 

fon, to accommodateithe. words, of the text to.the , = - 
meaning of thoſe phraſes .in the ſcriptures, which 7. 
ſpeak oof the church as an habitation for God, In diſs «>; 


epfling the ſubje&preſented in the text, Iſhall in the 25 
| I. Fir - & 
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'ou W! bſe: at, Jacob; utters theſe bt 
words while his heart isfilled with alively ſenſe of * 
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f. Firſt place, ſhew what conftitates a chureh that 
tay be ſtyled the houſe, of God.” 

II. In'the ſecond plate, 'confider the Efureh' as y 

Rate preparatory for heaven.; | 
A few obſervations ſhall then conclite the ſubjeft. - 

T. 1 ſhall in the firft place ſhtw what conftitutes 
a "Church that may be flyled the houſe of God. 

* Under this head, 1 Jo not propofeto point out 
at the particular things neceſlary to'the organiza- 
tron, inſtruaion, and (government of a church ; but 
the "nature of it, conſidered as at habitation fot 
God: A church confifts of a'namber of real be- 
Irevers im Chriſt, unnecd together under his laws, 
for the worlhip' afd ſervice of God. -The'follow- 
bow are ſome of the leading traits in thefr charac- 
Bey. My OY OB 

"x, They haye Coperienced: te gehetaligh. This 
3s exprefled in the ſcriptures by various phraſes, 
tending! to point out its ln? and 1mportance. 
ou "repreſented it .under "the notion 6f a_birth, 
he {aid to Nicodemus, '* except a man bs 
Cabs Upain, he cannor fee the kingdom of God.” 
Paul repreſented it as' * the-putting off and etutci- 
«- fxi6n of the od man, as the deſtraQtion of the 
* body of fin, as-a reſtoration from'death, as a re- 
& novation/of the' fptrit of the mind, as a new crc 
* ation, Phe neceſſity of this chrae originates 
in the depravity and linfalneſs of the haman heart. 
Theſe are abundantly teſtified of 1 in the feriptures, 


#4 confirmed þy'the tondua'of men ina ages 


and hations:' The: teſtrmony of- eternal truth Is 
that men have all gone gut x10 ; that there is 
none"that 'doeth x good; :- that there 15 = fear of God 
before their Wyey' ; that they defire not the know- 
Jeoge of his ways ;'that they have come ſhort of his 

olory ; 
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Mory 3'that the carnal mind is enmity againfl God; 


that every thought of the' imagination of man's heart 
is evil,” and that continually. © Theſe expreflions 
convey an 1dea of the greateſt alienation of heart 
from God and holineſs. * Though all men are fin- 


ners, yet all are not equally criminal,” obſtinate'ahd 
incorfigible. All, however, are by nature in fuch 
a ftate 'as to need a renovation of heart to fit theni 


for the houſe of- 'Gody and the enjoyment-of heav- 


en. 'He whoſe foul 1s the haunt of! wickedneſs, 
whole paſions are the'viſe minions of riot and de- 
bauchery, whoſe lif&is a catalogue of fins ;- he can 
be rouzed from his lethargy by nothing but the 
loudeſt thunders of Sinai, and be changed'to holi-- 
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neſs by nothing but the + refſtlefs 'arm of the' Ale" * =5; 


rhighty.” The efſence of this change conlifty/neither 
ih the illumination of the underſtandin 
reception of any new Faciilties ; but-in the infuſion 
df a holy diſpoſition, prompting to holy exerciſes 
of heart and conduR in life. The great work of 
regenefation is by the ſcriptures uniformly aſeribed 


tothe Holy Spirit, as the immediate agent. © Thus 


ſaid Chriſt, © except a man be born of the Spirit, 


* 'he cannot fee the Kingdom of God.” * That 
t which is born of the Spirit, is ſpirit.” John nit. 
9 '6.' John, ſpeaking of thoſe who received Chriſt, 
they were © horn not of blood, nor of the will 

66: ofthe fleſh, nor of the will of man, but"6f God.” 
John i.* r3. "Paul t& the Corinthians ſays, *® we 
« all beholding as in'# glafs the glory of the Lord, 


"are changed into the fame image; from glory'to: 


66 « glory, even as by the Spirit of the'E&rd.” 2iCor: 
Mii: 48. ” Paul” to Titans Hays of God, he ſaved” 
58 by" the waſhing'of _ and-renewin 

Ma of the Holy Ghoſt? Tre. 111.) 55 *Fhe Spirit 1 
C3: 1007 B 
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God- ſheds abroad his love in the heart, and con# 


veys to it. the fame kind of diſpoſition which re- 
lides in, bimſelf. Hence he who is regenerated, is 
united to God in love. © For God: is love, and 
&< he that. dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and 
« God in him.” 1 John, iv. 16. - Hence: it. is, 
that all who. are regenerated, * are built up 'a ſpi- 
+ rituah houſe.” None but ſuch can properly be- 
long. to 1t,. and conſtitute an habitation for the liv- 
ing. God; Thus regeneration appears to be an eſ- 
{ential trait in the ebaratter of true members, who 
form a.church that may be ſtyted the houſe of God. 
2. The next trait in their 5. 2h is, that they 
had true. repentance! for fin. | This is indifpenſ. 
bly nor fary to pardon and; falvation.. This was 
the, uniform language of John the Bapuiſt; of Jeſus 
Ghriſt, - his apoltles. John © bac the 
5 bap tifra of repentance for the. remiſſion of fins,” 
Jeftus ha ** that repentance and remiſſion of ſins 
6 ſhould be preached in! his name .among . all na- 
5. tions.” | The apoitles preached the ſame doc- 
trine;' when they ſaid, © repent and be'/baptized, 
* eyery one of you, in the name of Chriſt, for the 
5+ remillion of fins.” , Evangelical repentance con- 
fiſts not in occaſional pangs of remorle, horrors of 
conſcience, or. reſolutions to amend. If it does, 
then a Judas, a Felix. avd a Herod, muſt be num- 


| bered with the pious,, and be enrolled on the Tift of 


ſalvation. There arc {carcely- any, who, at ſome 
period of, their lives, have not been alarmed with 
fearful apprebentons for the conſequences; of <&n, 
have reformeditheir condutt, and implored forgive- 
nels. of God. ' Theſe things. they may, have done 
and yet. be, entire ſtrangers to true repentance. 
This penetrates the inmolt retirements of the heart. It 
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conſiſts in a holy diſguſt of fin, conſidere&as a'moft 
heinous crime againſt God, and prompts 'the true 
nitent not merely to'view ſinful attions with ab. 
orrence, but to trace them up to'theiF origin, 2nd 
diſcloſe all the ſecretrecefſes of wickedneſs.” Even 
when his condu@/ is/ fatr and unblameable'm the 
eyes of the world, he laments over the oy avity of 
his heart. - He poſſefles' a deep and affetting ſefrfe 
of the intrinhc evil. of 'fin ;© and” oppoles it, -not 
merely becauſe it expoles to puniſhmerit/not mere- 
Iy becauſe-it would injure bis charatter,/and ſquan- 


er his eſtate, but chiefly becauſe he views 'It' tb,” 


be vile in its own nature, .ru:nous 'to his peace m 
its tendency, diſhon6urable -to God; rebellion 
againſt his authority, oppoſttion to! hrs kolinefs and 
goodneſs. ' That | repentance -catinot be confideret 
A$ Fre, which does not produce a'umform dif- 
gui 


of all ' fin,' in every kind and degree; ' whilt'it - 


rompts to an invincible wane wh eve! 
nown' duty, and an humble dependence on.” 

mercy of God, > ol on Chriſt.” Repentance, 
as It implics an entire change” of motives, _— 
and*aQtions, reſpetting fin, 1s an indiſpenſible pre- 
requiſtte to the enjoyment ' of God and heaven. 
Salvation without it, appears highly irrational and 
abſurd. For God to receive one without repent- 


ance, would be to receive one as a'friend whom he 


knew to be an enemy. Hence it appears neceſſs- 
Ty, that all who belong to God's honfe, Tthould 
have true repentance for fin. coatings 

. Another trait in their charaQer 8; that' they 

eſs true evangelical faith. By this'we are to 
underſtand 'a firm perſuaſion of all revealed truth; 
a perſuahon effefted in the underftanding by dy- 


vine jcſtimony, and wrought-into the heart by the © 


influences 
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influences of the Divine Spirit: Hence 1t appears, 
that genuine faith 1s no dormant unintereſting prin- 
_eiple;/ leav ing4be poſſeſſor ina ſtate of languor and 
indifference z-.but -attive,. producing good, works, 
aſlyringofjuſtitication and, cternal life, || Paul ſays, 
$+ faith. is-the ſubſtance-of! things hoped for, and 
+5 the: evadence -of, things..not {cen,” According 
40 this dehnition, it.appears to; be a kind of, divine 
449zernal. fenſe,. diftufing itfelf into. futurity, (can- 
verhng; with diſtant inviſible  oþjeQs,, bringing 
them:home -4oto .preſent .enjoyment, ſybſtantiating 
4hem to the mind, and laying a firm and inmovea- 
ble fqaundation for hope.,,, Evangelical faith , has 
more immediate reference,.to..Chnit in_his. various 
;-olfices,;, torall parts of his, work as Mediator, :Re- 
;deemer and. Sayiour; to, his, rightevuſnefs. as. the 
only. ground, of* acceptance, with; God ;, to,,divine 
mercy. through Chriſt;; forthe pardon: af Im; for 
hs Gnieation of the heart; tor growth in. beav- 
enly-life ;. for complete: deliverance, from evil, and 
Inſtatement in, eternal veatitude,, Hence the {crip- 
tures repreſent faith..as f working, by love.” No 
_wonder»that: 14 does ;. for 3t brings into view. God's 
molt holy, charaRer, in the. great {ſcheme of redemp- 
tion. þy: Jeſus.Chriſt, and.deſcries all the glgrious 
realities, of the heavenly, ſtate... When the heart is 
xeconciled, by divine grace, the ſoul not only ap- 
prehends God's character, but approves its al 
and admires :it,-'as inhnuely excellent, and longs 
7 to be changed into the. ſame image... Faith works 
*J ppiloverpowarcy men. - It diſplays; itſelf in kind 
6. benevolent affettion, eſpecially to. ©. the houſehold 
* of faith;” It -embraces,.,* with arms, of: love,” 
.all good men of every denomination, and views 
them as children of God, and keirs of glory., .The 
{criptnres 
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ſcriptures repreſent;faith as < purifying.the heart.,” 
This effet appears neceflarily to refult from its 
nature..//We are ſo: conſtituted: as;readily,to afſh- 
milate ourſelves to.thoſe objets about, which, we 
are'converlſant. ' As faith brings into our-viewand, 
enjoyment things heavenly and nor it changes us: 
5 into their 1mage,-from. glory toiglory;?”. Victory 
over-the. world 1s another cfte& aſcribed. to faith, 
$. This is the victory! that overcometh, the/ world, 
5*//even' our - faith.” - As faith brmgs” 1nto- view 
things of eternal weight and importance,,the world, 
with all its. poniþ and pageantry,. recedes and dwiny 
dles to a point.' The ſoul riſes above/it, and ſoars 
ing towards the divine nature, is loſt'in its, immens» 
ſity and glory. Thus -it appears that faith 1s an ex. 
alted. grace, and, fits its ſubjefts for the: houſe. of 
God. 3 &f1 | | 
-4: Another - trait-in their character 1s;; devoted- 
neſs .of heart to God: . This implies a. cordial ap- 
probation. of his. charafter, laws and government, 
As all true religion is ſeated in the heart, the 
{ſource of attion and vittue, devotedneſs of heart 
implies a conſtant obedienee of all the affettions to 
.the divine will, and/an;external prattical, obferv- 
ance of all the. duties, religious. and moral. He 
who hes been born: from above, whoſe heart has 
been filled with fincere godly, ſorrow for fin, who 
depends for ſ{alvation,entirely on the mercy of God 
m Jeſus Chriſt,” coofiders himſelf not as his own, 
but. as 5 bought with. a price ;” and endeayours to 
- arwy God m body and ſpirit. He does not con- 
der religion as'a'taſk, but as-a pleaſure. He 
hnds that the Saviour's © yoke 1s. eaſy, and his 
* byrthen light.” | He rejoices to poſleſs. rehigi 
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ind His yr Bree g bis afſeRions, and fitia] 


| him for the fe'of God: 
"5. Another 'trait- in the charter of hafs-bs 
ole the'true the houſe of Gedy 


eburch,: MN 


;; that: ety gory is the" it object in whewx 
view and regard.” * His pratden is the fani-of all 'ex- 
eNetice an "perfeaion. Iv contains every thirs 


that can attrult theaffettions, exoite-the admiration, 
endl forth 'the praiſes of allholy beings. 4 God 
«55 love.” "With this all- his attions, and' all his 
treatinenit! of rational creatures,” will 'perfe&ly cor. 
hd. For” 'God' 'can” 67 nothing  cotttrary''to 
himſelf.” All” his arrengeitionts and- operations, in 
the great works of crextion; in' the great kingdoms 
of providence and gracey- are calculated to -effe@ a 
perfet Giipty of Kietres charaftor, and-to:ſecure 
> hi gheſt happineſs of the rational univerſes; A 

of: Gods trtiecharadter is his glory, \ Thoſe 


ens o'are real ' friends to God; niuſt feel'a 4if- 
nonmrte by Coneide with all his deſigns ad 0 pers 
ions. © 


 '6; Another trait in their charaQer is, ichat they 
firive for higher attainmierits in the divine hfe. The 
principle" of this is implanted in the ' heart” in re. 
generation. "Under the influences of the Holy-Spi- 
rit, 1t'18 increaſed and broughtforth 'in all its ope- 
rations.” "This life implies an vinward propenſity to 
holmefs, and a divine aQtivity'in-all. the powers of 
che Tout. "It'3s; in its nature, tendency and effeQs, 
utter} oppoſed * to lin. Tt implies an elevation of 
the afefions towards God, and a progrefiive ad- 
y ancement” noble heaven: ** It 1s'a well of -wa- 
GG, ſpringing tp into everlaſting life.” It 'is 
communicated" his Chrift to all his fincere' difci- 
ples. They look to him as the exhaulſtleſs foun- 

tain, 
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tain, and eagerly. anticipate the glorious period 


whey they ſhall .be changed into his image, and ſa- 
tiated with his fulnefs. | | 

Various other things enter into the. charatter of 
thoſe 'who are real members of the houſe of God: 
Thoſe'I have enumerated appear the moſt eflential: 
For all, who have experienced them, feel united to- 
gether, and when worſhipping their common Parent 
and Saviour, are ſenſible of his prefence, and cart 


exclaim,, * this js none other but the- houſe of. 


6 God,” and this- 1s the gaterof heaven.” 
1. 1 now proceed, int the ſecond place, to con- 
kder the church as a preparatory ſtate for heaven.” 
| The defign of religion 18 t6 mcliarate the hearts, 
reform the manners, and fave the: ſouls'of -men. 
For: thele; important, ends; Jefus. deſcended from 
heaven, and founded the church on that rock, againſt 
which: the gates of hell ſhall not prevail | His de- 
figa was. to purify the hearts of men, in a ſtate of 
diſciphne and enjoyment, and thus. prepare them 
for the ſublime' delights. of heaven. That we may 
view. the ſtate: of the church in; the preſent world as 
preparatory . for happineſs and glory inthe” nexty 
vs page but confider them in a comparative pointe 
ight; 70 F 
id? we confider the church as « ſtate of focietyy 

it. wall appear preparatory for heaven. - In this 
point of view, 1t appears peculiarly accommodat- 
ed to. man, as a rational, communicative being. 
Not .only his neceſſities and dependencies, but his 
natural mfſtins, impel him into ſociety, Neither 
the: beauties. of nature, nor the inventions of art, 
can di{lipate the gloom, nor alleviate the irkſome- 
nels, of perpetual folitude. The pleaſures of ſo- 
Clal intercourſe held an clevated rank in the' feale 
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bf nian's enjoyments. © They expand his affeQtions/ 
enlarge  his:capacity, refine his nature,' and learn 
him to guide his condutt by-the rules of deceney 
and; propriety. : If ſuch'afe the effeAts and enjoy- 
ments reſulting from the ſociety of 'men pofleſling 
different. inchnations, purſuing different objeas, 
and aiming atdifterent ends—What that is truly ex- 
cellent, amiable and delightful}, may we not expe&t 
from the {ociety of thoſe, who imbibe the fame ſpi- 


rit, polleſs-the fame moral t&mper, Joi In the ſane 
worihip, and {trive for the ſame heaven? Mer in” 


a.church ftate;are united by the'neareſt ties ;- tics 
founded./m;love.' © Being knit together in love, 
*. they hold the head from which 'all the body, b 


_« zoints and bands; having nouriſhment miniſtered, 


«.1ncreaſeth with the,increaſe of God.” Gol: ii: 2, 
19. Heaven :appears ito be the continuance” and 
perfection of that happineſs which is begun in'the 
focial tate of the church on earth. Here we are 
ſurrounded- with:nunicrous imperfeRions, liable to 
many difticulties. and animofities ;” but in heaven, 
theſe will ; ceaſe; -perfet union will take place; a 
more extenſive ſociety. will eommetice ; the affec= 
yonrs will beenlarged beyond all bounds ; all hearts 
will leap with extaſy ; each, happy in itſelf, "and 
that © great multitude, which no man'can num- 


= | PrP I « 
+. ber, 'of .all-nations, and/kindreds, and -people; 


«and tongues-**: Thus; the church: ſtate, in the 
reſent world, conſidered as a ſociety; appears ' to 

heabs: ate of, heaven. 1 0 TP 1 

+ -2- The church, conſidered as'a ſtate of fprogref- 

fon in know | 


beaven:;; -; 2315: 


.Fhoſe who have! experienced the great change* 


ef regenerationg. are: brought to/a particular knows 
30 ledge 


ledge and holineſs, is preparatory for 
att 7 34 Sabres 7 4 y+ y 14.9 


(& ) 


ledge of God, and in-a degree affimilated-to his 


nature: In theſe conſiſts the higheſt excellency of 
the Chriſtian religion. It imparts to men the diſ- 


politions/ and moral qualities of God. Theſe at 


firit are drawn in fmall characters, but under the 
light of truth, they enlarge and riſe into view; 


tiil Deity ſtands confeſſed in'man. © We all, with 


& .open face, beholding as in a glaſs the glory of 
6. the Lord, are changed into the fame image.” 
2 Cor. 111. 18. That men-in the. preſent obſcure 
and finfui ſtate need ſome particular knowledge of 
God, and fome change of their moral temper into 
his likenefs, before they can be prepared to enjoy 
him; 1s a truth too reaſonable and obvious to re- 

uire much illuſtration. The church ſtate is a diſ- 
penſation of light and holinefs, by which men are 
erained up. as in a family, under one common pa- 
rent, and htted for heaven. It is by the goſpel 
only, that men can acquire true and faving know- 
ledge of God. By the works of creation they may 
learn his exiſtence, power, wifdom and goodneſs ; 
by the law of Moſes they may learn his holineſs, 
Juſtice, and oppoſition to fin ; but it 1s by the goſpel 
only that they learn his mercy, in the forgiveneſs 
of tranfereflion, and' in the ſalvation of the ſoul. 
In Chriſt they behold him under the endearing cha« 
rafter of Father. -- Under -him, they are here in a 
church ſtate trained up as his children,' growing in 
his knowledge, forming into his likeneſs, and 
1looking forward tothe manhons of glory. Know- 
ledge of God appears to-be an indiſpenſible pre- 
requiſite 'to eternal life. Chriſt fays, © this is 
« hfe eternal, that they might know thee, the only 
* true God, and: Jeſus/Chriit, whom thou haſt ſent,” 


John xvii. 3. From the ſcriptures it appears, that 
| C the 
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the knowledge and enj 1/7 Ag will-conſti- 
tate an eflrotial a 0 happineſs of the ſaints 
in. heaven. Ther - wall ſhe bin? as he: 1s 3 they /wall 
> with him; he will lead them by the waters of 
will be.-their everlaſting light and glory. 
ugh ©; reſpetts the houle 'of God appears to be 
the make of heaven ; for .all its. inhabitams know 
 ooack Chriſt, The > AL. him as "God and 
man, as a prophet to anſtrutt rhem, .as a friend to 
inc their conſfolations, as a king to reign over 
them, and protett them from all their enemies. 
« They grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
* their Lord and Saviour.” _ have a {pecial 
knowledge of the wort Spirit, il amine their 

iy a tn ay ſanQifying their hearts,  afſuring 
them of pardon, juſtification and eternal life. They 
will paſs on from one degree of improvement .to 
another, tilt they ſhall be uſhered into the full en- 
zoyment of eternal beatitude. Various other cir- 
cumſtances might be: mentioned, and conſiderations 
adduced, to preſent the church, as preparatoty. for 
heaven ; but the narrow Imunits preſcribed by. the 
preſent ocedbon; ur urge me to Gnith this ſubje&t with 
fome obſervations. 

t- From the firſt part of this difcourſe, we learn 
what are the moſt efſential traits in the character 
of thoſe who are fit to become members of the 
houſe or church of God; and conſequently, that 
$f we admitthoſe of diffimilar cCharafter, we deviate 
from Chriſtianity 'and vital religion. For af we 
confider thoſe as belonging 'to the houſe of God 
who have not been born from above, we conſider 
thoſe to be fit to worſhip him, who, according to 
the. declaration of 'Chriſt, 'cannot enter his king- 
Wom. How then could a ichurch, cotipaleg W 
uc 


( is ) 


ſuch charafters, be conſidered as: the - temple -of 
God, or the gate of heaven? How'could thoſe be 
fit to enjoy God in that; holy manſion, -who:on earth 
bad po delight; in hint? The requirements of the 
goſpel are all Teafonable and contiſtent, ſuited to 
| tbe nature of God, and the ſtate of man. Men are 
required to repent, becauſe this'reconciles-them"ts 
' God, and leads them to view fin as God views it. 
Men are required to exerciſe faith itt Chrift, becauſe 
this implies an acknowledgment of him in all his 
charafters, works and offices ; and conſequently a 
cordial approbation of falvaticy through bis me- 
dratton. Men are required to devote their whole 
hearts to God, to do. all things for his glory, and 
ſtrive for. heayen. © How reaſonable are "theſe 
things! If complied with, how conducive to our 
happineſs! How cam we expe to'enjoy God, un- 
lefs' we loye him ſupremely? Heaven, to an im- 
penitent heart, would be like the richeſt banquet 
to the fick. 1s 24 not then of the greateſt impor- 
tance far us to enquire whether we are born from 
above? Whether we fincerely repent of our fins? 
Whether we ftrive to.appole the wickedneſs of our 
hearts ? Whether we receive and approve the Sa. 
viour ? Whether we depend on him for ſalvation 
and eternal life ? Unleſs we do thele things, we des 
Jude ourfeives, if we 'entertain hopes of hoaven. 
For common ſenſe teaches us, that we cannot <n- 
joy. an-objeft, unleſs our diſpolition be aſhmilated 
to its nature. How then ought our attention to be 
excited, that we be reconciled to God ? © Wil net- 
ther the terrors of<ternal dark ne{s, nor the charms 
of eternal light, roule us from our lethargy ? Shall 
Teſus diveſt himſelf of bis heavenly radiance ? Shall 


e deſcend to carth an the form of a ſervant ? Shall 
| he 


KA >> ” 4 "Y _ 


= SIZES 
*x9 WW og45 wb 
« & j ry 
-V 
þ . "ADV . _ 
» Y l 
- 


FE EIS 
hong td) A A ID 
- 


Ya of TFT Þ. = ol Ihe i Mer L- ” th 4 
4 
Pp 


"ov } » ? . 
be” 
” = 
» % 
q ; 


+» A. 


+ 4p 
#2. wn 
py - 


"dE vv 0y , —_— 
RO ANCE RY 


I 


b, , 
__ 


= > CELREEA< Sm. -A 


Ws MO" 
= 
- . ” - 


$44 ” _—— 
E xr 


+ 


SN; - 


FONT 5 
Ss 


Z OS #11 a, AY T7 
ELL TY. - "As 


Ir IE 


of of 


-— we 
pF 4 


&r 


CE HA, 
- «Iz 


TI 


( 20 ) 


he agonize and'die upon the croſs? Shall he des 
ſce''d into the dreary manſions of the grave, and de- 
throne "the king of terrors? © Shall be afcend ' on 
high, amidit - the ſhouts of "admiring angels, and 
ing wide oped the gates of Paradiſe for men ? Shall 
be diſcloſe to our view the ever-verdant tree "of 
life, bendiag with the food- of archangels, and 
preading its branches for the'** healing of the na- 
F tions ?” Shall the glorious Saviour do all theſe 
things for'us, and ve remain unmoved and 1im- 
enitent ? 'God forbid. Let us receive him as our 
ord and Maſter,” We ſhall then look towards 
heaven as our proper reſidence. We ſhall antici- 
pate- its joys; and triumph over: the ruins! of fin. 
We ſhall leap with-pleafure at the approach of our 
emancipation. Our hearts will expand with rap- 
rure- in the proſpect of that period, when the: Sa- 
viour, ſtaiiding -amidit his'ranſomed millions, ſhall 
tliftthe ſword victory, andthe pale horſe of death 
hall ſhrink into darkneſs—never, never to-ſtrike 
His houghs 1n thervale of immortality ! Then will an 
occan' of love, broad as the circuit-of the ſpheres, 
Toll down from the throne of God,: and bear off the 
redeemed multitude to that delightful country, 
where fin, and pain, aud death,” and ſorrow, never 
had a'name. RESULT Toit 35997 
2 The ſecond obfervation'which T make from 
the preceding diſcourſe is, that if the church is a 
itate dehgned by God, and calculated to prepare 
men for heaven, the maintenance of public worſhip 
muſt be of the higheſt importance. In the ordinary 
courſe of Divine Providence, we are not to'ex- 
peat that men will become virtuous and good, with- 
out the means. of in{trution and information. 


| God 


( #1 ) 


God'appears, in all- things reſpeQing this' world; 
to operate by ſecondary cauſes. In all the means 
which he has eſtabliſhed wi the.mimiftration of the 
goſpel, here appears to be a tendency ta holineſs 
and-yirtue: /If-this be not-the caſe, why-are the 
meaiis appointed ? If there be natogreater zprobas 
bility that thoſe who hear the goſpel will become 
good, than there is that thoſe who do not hear it 
will, why is it to be preached ? If men expett to 
be ſaved by the goſpel, they muſt attend ts 


miniſtration. 4 For faith cometh by hearing, and 


& hearing by the word of God.” We muſt aſlems 


ble for the woxſhip of Gods and jgnquire in his 


temple. If God point out the road to heaven, and 
we refuſe to walk in it, can we without the greateſt 


abſurdity expe to arrive in that happy manſion? . 


As reaſonably might we expett, that by deſcending 
into the earth we ſhould light upon the ſun, or be- 
come companions of the ſtars, —Y our exertions It 
this place for the eſtabliſhment and ſupport of pub- 
hic worſhip, evince your. ſenſe of 1ts importance. 
Permit me to congratulate /you onthe ſucceſs with 
which your efforts have been crowned. The libe- 
rality of your; inflitution_ does honour to human 
nature. Like heaven,zyaw receivemen of all de- 
nominations, without regard to any thing but their 

oodneſs. May no tangard ever be lifted here to 


call forth the ſpirit of party, but may you live to- 


gether in peace, forbearing and forgiving one ano-. 


ther. Letall things be done with decency, pru- 
dence and moderation. May you all enjoy the 
bleflings of falvation, and while worſhipping your 
common Parent,, enjoy -his ſenſible preſence, ſo 
that with unfeigned fervour of ſoul you may ex- 

claim, 
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claim, © this-is none other but the houſe of God 
& and this is the gate of heaven.” I now commen 

on to him who is/able to keep you, and lead you 
to all truth.; Be perfe&, be of good comfort, be 
of one mind, live in peace, and the God of peace 
{hall be with you, 
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